Sweet and simple. theres no other

BY GREG WitLianms

way to describe Nick Genender’s Shovel
PHOTOS BY BoB FEATHER

bobber, a bike he created to showcase what

SWEET<>'SIMPLE _

N¥YE L1opper< hobber e 9

his New York City Choppers shop could create.

[\ And the bike is a collaborative effort because
\ ( when the build is for the NYCC team, all of his

fabricators and mechanics get their say.

b “Most of the time these shop projects

I | (ome together very rapidly when

the build’s not for a customer,”

Nick says. It took four months for

the crew to turn out this hobber.
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It started with one of NYCC’s own custom-made frames, which featurea  correct rail for the height and rake of the

neck.” The handlebars -~ which are also

1-1/2"-diameter straight tube backbone with 38 degrees rake and NYCC-made — don't have any risers. In

fact, the bars are mounted on the back

1-3/4" stretch. “It’s a very clean frame,” Nick says. “Less is more to me.”  fork tubes. To do this, a set of collars was

. 3 4 . .. machined up, and the right-side handle-

The rest of the frame’s tubes, including the twin downtubes and rigid  bar was welded o one collar, while the lefi-

oM A ; side bar was welded to the other. Then,

rear tubes, measure 1-1/4" in diameter. Unparalleled in its design, there cach individual bar collar was simply

. ‘ slipped over either side of the fork tubes

Is no extra frame support below the main backbone, a tube that usually m'ipkump{d down, thus creating a slick,

low-slung h'mdkl:nr mounting system.

With the front end in place, Nick installed a set of Black Bike

40-spoke wheels, a 21" hoop up front and an

18" unit out back. Rims and hubs

were treated to a clear red

powdercoat finish, and

a Performance

®  Machine 13" brake

rotor was installed

up front, with a | lawg

Halters Inc. sprocket rotor on the rear.

The front brake caliper is a PM single

piston, and the back is a ﬂ)ur—pistnn
HHI item.

Nick likes the lighter weight of the

single-piston caliper at the front

wheel. “There's a definite

runs from the headstock back. Additionally, the seat post tube is
bent rather than kinked where it fits around the transmission.,
and the gearbox itself is mounted on tubes rather than

a flat steel plate. The rear axle mounts are full-
width, machined steel plates that are
welded seamlessly into the rigid rear

frame tubes.

One of NYCC's own springer-style
front ends, designed by Nick, anchors
the bobber. The springer fork has 17
tubes at the back, 1 2" tubes at the [ 4
front and is approximatcly ;
2"-over in length. “It’s an adap- |
tation of an old Denvers —
Choppers front end,” Nick
says. "And it's designed to give the

TECH SHEET
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weight difference between a single- and four-piston caliper set-
up,” he says. “A four-piston caliper up front with this frame and
springer fork — that would definitely make it a heavy front end.”

For fuel, Nick’s gang came up with a tank that's reminiscent of
one found on an old Triumph Bonneville, but just a little taller
and narrower. Topping off the tank is what Nick refers to as a
classic spinner gas cap (another NYCC item), patterned after a
vintage spinner-style automobile hubcap. Oil is held in a NYCC
retro-finned aluminum tank. No front fender is fitted - remem-
ber Nick’s less-is-more philosophy? At the rear, an 8-1 2"-wide
NYCC fender blank was bobbed. then cut and scalloped to show
off the rear wheel and tire. The fender was also tapered at the
back edge to match the lines of the gas tank. Duane Ballard
created the custom saddle, and Nick mounted the seat on a set of
vintage IHarley-Davidson police-service springs.

WOEIEN ORI 2006 S&S Shovel motor.

blucprinted and balanced by H&L Performance and assembled
by NYCC. The heads were also flowed by H&L Performance.
Nick is known for running Shovel-style motors in his custom
bikes. “I like them,” he says. “I just can't see putting an Evo-style
motor in. You get more value out of a bike when you put a Pan
or a Shovel in it.” Juice is pumped into the Shovel via another
S&S product, a Super G carburetor that has been ported and
chromed and topped off with a Goodson air cleaner. Fxhaust is
expelled through a set of custom shotgun-style pipes made in
house. The stainless stecl pipes are stitched together, and the

e ——

|
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welds were purposely left exposed, giving the bobber an edge of
roughness that contrasts and balances well with the perfection
found in the rest of the build. A BAKER six -speed gearbox, fit-
ted with a custom drum that reverses the shift pattern, is con-
trolled via a left-hand jockey shift lever. “Instead of pushing
forward for an up change, you pull back toward yourself," Nick
says. The Bandit clutch is actuated via a left-foot control lever,
and that means the left side of the handlebar is leverless. The
throttle and front brake are on the right side of the bars.

Polished brass is used on a number of components, includ-
ing the handgrips, footpegs, rear brake lever, and the kick-
starter pedal. “The handshift knob is a picce of brass footpeg
that was cut down and installed.” Nick says. “I find surprises
like that all the time. I have a great crew, and | don't believe in
squelching creativity.”

All lines and wires, with the exception of the front brake,
are routed through the frame tubes. A Fabricator Kevin side-
mount taillight and license plate bracket is on the left side of
the rear frame, and an Alloy Art Pan-Light is mounted on the
left tube of the springer front fork. House of Kolor ‘Teal with
Aztec Gold panels finishes off the gas tank and rear fender.
The frame and forks were also painted, and green striping and
asmall ace of spades motif adorn those components, The han-
dlcbars were the only pieces to receive a powdercoat. Nick
says, “It’s not really my intent to show off, it’s just a cruise-
around-town bike. And it’s really just the rush of building
something that’s sweet.” And simple. AIM
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